Electrical Risk Assessment
[DISCLAIMER — DRAFT, FOR SOLICITOR REVIEW] This template is a starting point only. You are responsible for assessing the risks of your own work, and for making sure any document you produce from it is suitable and sufficient for the task, the site and the people involved. It is not health and safety advice.
For electrical work, and for other work on or near electrical systems and equipment. Work must be done dead unless the conditions in section 4 are all met. Only competent people may carry out electrical work.
1. Document control
	Company name
	

	Site / location
	

	Assessment reference
	

	Date assessed
	

	Assessed by (name, role)
	

	Review date
	


2. Work activity
	Description of the electrical work
	

	Where it takes place
	

	System or equipment involved
	

	Who carries it out
	

	Others who could be affected
	


3. Competence
	Name
	Qualifications and experience
	Supervision (if needed)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Can the work be done dead?
Electricity at Work Regulations 1989, regulation 14: no one may work on or near a live conductor where danger may arise unless all three conditions below are met.
If any answer is “no”, the work must be done dead.
	Condition
	Met? (yes / no)
	Reason

	It is unreasonable in all the circumstances for it to be dead
	
	

	It is reasonable in all the circumstances to work on or near it while it is live
	
	

	Suitable precautions (including protective equipment where necessary) are taken to prevent injury
	
	


5. Safe isolation
	Step
	Action
	Done by
	Checked by

	1
	Identify the circuit or equipment to be worked on
	
	

	2
	Isolate the supply
	
	

	3
	Secure the isolation — lock off, attach a warning label, keep the key
	
	

	4
	Prove the voltage indicator works on a known live source
	
	

	5
	Test that the circuit or equipment is dead
	
	

	6
	Prove the voltage indicator again on the known live source
	
	

	7
	Record the lock and permit reference
	
	


6. Other electrical hazards
	Hidden cables in walls, floors and ceilings
	

	Overhead power lines
	

	Underground cables
	

	Portable tools and leads
	

	Temporary supplies
	


7. Risk rating
Likelihood: 1 Very unlikely · 2 Unlikely · 3 Possible · 4 Likely · 5 Very likely
Severity: 1 Negligible · 2 Minor injury · 3 Injury requiring time off · 4 Major injury · 5 Fatality
Rating bands: 1–4 Low (acceptable, monitor) · 5–12 Medium (reduce where reasonably practicable) · 15–25 High (do not start until reduced)
	
	Likelihood (1–5)
	Severity (1–5)
	Rating (L × S)

	Before controls
	
	
	

	After controls
	
	
	


8. Control measures
	Measure
	Responsible
	Date in place

	Work dead with safe isolation
	
	

	Work area barriered and signed
	
	

	Insulated tools and suitable test equipment
	
	

	Cable detection before drilling or digging
	
	

	Supervision of less experienced workers
	
	

	Other
	
	


9. Test equipment
	Item
	Inspection / calibration date
	Suitable for the task (yes / no)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


10. Emergency arrangements
	Electric shock procedure (isolate the supply before touching the casualty)
	

	First aider(s) on site
	

	Defibrillator location
	

	Emergency contact (name, phone)
	


11. Briefing record
I confirm this electrical risk assessment has been explained to me, I understand it, and I will work in line with it.
	Name
	Company
	Signature
	Date
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